




   As many of you know, there is a good chance that the eight counties that were most affected by the massive 
Deepwater-Horizon oil spill of 2010 might soon receive $300 million in damages. Thanks to State Senator 
George Gainer and two other senators, who sponsored a bill to ensure that northwest Florida would receive its 
fair share, Walton County, Freeport and DeFuniak Springs stand to receive up to $30 million dollars. This 
money comes directly from BP and does not include any taxpayer dollars. 
   What makes Sen. Gainer’s bill so unique is that the money could only go toward infrastructure and education 
projects that bolster the local economy. Sen. Gainer said, "It cannot be used for corporate welfare.” 
   To increase our chances for funding, the Walton County Commission has partnered with the city councils of 
Freeport and DeFuniak Springs on a far-reaching project that will benefit all three. The plan is to install water 
and sewer lines along 
U.S. 331 South, con-
necting the two towns. 
This would encourage 
immediate develop-
ment in both munici-
palities and in the un-
incorporated areas of 
the county. 
   This would allow 
housing developers to 
create new residential 
subdivisions. New 
companies could     
locate new manufac-
turing plants, distribu-
tion centers and com-
mercial retain stores 
along the busy corri-
dor. This project 
would be a companion 
project for the high-
way widening project. 
Together, they would 
have a major impact on life in Walton County for generations to come. Not since the establishment of the 
Florida Winter Assembly of Chautauqua in the late 1800s has any project had such a potential for changing 
people’s lives here in Walton County. This project can help us create sustainable long-term growth and pros-
perity for this area for generations to come.  
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Look What’s Happening Here 

   Autism Walk — Autism is a disorder that strikes thousands of children each year, often producing medical 

and mental health issues such as gastrointestinal (GI) disorders, seizures, sleep disturbances, attention deficit - 

hyperactivity disorder, anxiety and phobias. Sadly, there are many autistic children in DeFuniak Springs and 

Walton County. To raise awareness and scholarship funds for those children, a local group called Friends of 

Autism is sponsoring the 3rd Annual Autism Walk on Saturday, April 18 at Wee Care Park. To find out how 

to participate or help sponsor the event, call Jackie Herring at (850) 834-2419. 

   Concert in the Park — As part of the city’s ongoing Concert in the Park series, organized by the Special 

Event Committee, country music fans are invited to attend a concert by Dwayne Langston. Langston has per-

formed at Gilley’s Family Opry and other venues throughout the South. The concert will be held Saturday 

March 11, from 3-5 p.m. at the DeFuniak Springs Lakeyard Amphitheater. Admission is free.  


