


two additional aircraft mechanics to 

handle the workload. So far, Onvoi 

has purchased over $50,000 worth of 

jet fuel and anticipate purchasing 

about $164,000 worth of fuel in 2018. 

   Onvoi will be closing its corporate 

headquarters in Mississippi this year 

and relocating to DeFuniak Springs. 

   Centanni said they are very happy 

with their decision to locate their op-

erations here. “OGS seeks to work 

with the community of DeFuniak 

Springs, to grow our business and 

positively impact the economic growth 

of our community,” he said. 

   I am sure I speak for the Council 

when I say that we are thrilled to have 

OGS here and wish them great success 

for years to come! 

  When city departments work together, important things get done. Code Enforcement Director Dustin 

Beck brought a serious problem to the attention of the Council regarding an unsafe structure on Hubbard 

Street, near Walton Middle School. Repeated notices by Beck had gone unanswered. He requested direc-

tion. The Council voted to proceed with legal action to have it removed. City Attorney Clayton Adkinson 

managed to locate and speak with the out-of-state owner who agreed to have the structure removed and 

the lot cleared. Local demolition contractor Greg Chrishon was hired by the property owner to do the 

work. Chrishon tore down the wood-frame building and cleared the lot. 

   Thus, the neighborhood benefitted, further legal action was not required, the lot owner avoided fines 

and legal fees and the city was able to cross another unsafe structure off their list. Excellent work!  

mended approval of the 

zoning/land use change, 

too. 

   The Council voted unani-

mously to approve the re-

quest, which was being 

handled by local realtor 

Gus Andrews on behalf of 

owners Jeff and Harriet 

Parrish. A required Public 

Hearing was held and the 

changes were adopted. 

   There are some wetlands  

in the back portion of the 

lot which will have to be 

reviewed and permitted by 

the state, as all wetlands 

are handled. It is not known 

at this time whether a new 

structure will be placed 

there or the existing resi-

dence will be brought up to 

code. 

   What is known is that, 

once completed, the parcel 

will be home to a new field 

office of the Northwest Flor-

ida Water Management 

District, which manages 

conservation lands and 

protects vital water func-

tions and natural systems, 

including our unique plant 

and wildlife communities. 

WELCOME ! 

   At the February 26 meet-

ing of the Council, a land 

use category and zoning 

change was approved for a 

parcel of land on U.S. 331 

South, between the Acen-

tria Insurance building and 

Aaron’s Rentals. 

   The property was once a 

residence but since it is 

located on one of most 

heavily-travelled commer-

cial corridors in town, it 

makes more sense from a 

zoning standpoint to re-

zone it from R1 Residential 

to C2 Commercial. The city 

Planning Board recom-
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The manner 

in which we 

endure that 

which must be 

endured, is 

more important 

than the thing 

which must be 

endured.  

 

- Dean Acheson 

 

All Systems GO at the DeFuniak Springs Airport 

   Darryl Centanni, president and 

founder of Onvoi Global Services 

(OGS), recently gave the Council 

an update regarding their continu-

ing activities at the city airport. 

   Centanni said they have actually 

met the requirements of the city 

lease agreement a full six months 

ahead of schedule. In September, 

OGS opened its Military Flight 

Training programs and have since 

trained 12 Air Force Special Op-

erations Command airmen and 

four Ugandan students using a 

Turbo-prop Cessna C-208 aircraft.  

   In October, OGS leased an on-

site corporate apartment to be used 

by visitors and staff.  

   In January, OGS opened its new 

commercial flight school and have 

purchased four C-172 aircraft.  

Centanni said they are currently 

averaging six students per month. 

   According to the city lease agree-

ment, OGS had until April to open 

the ground school and May to start 

the flight school operations.  

Mission accomplished with plenty 

of time to spare. 

   OGS operations have also been 

good for the economy already. 

They hired 10 local employees and 

are recruiting for another 12 posi-

tions by the end of the year. 

   Maintenance for all five aircraft 

is being done on-site by Monarch 

Aviation, located at the city airport. 

In fact, Monarch has had to hire 

State Agency Coming to Town 



from the control seat and took 

his place.  

   Ironically, Sconiers had tried 

to become a pilot, but had 

washed out in primary training 

and had gone back to civilian 

life before joining again as a 

Bombardier. Now at the con-

trols, the Bombardier noticed 

that two engines were losing 

power as he flew the stricken 

plane in sight of the coast of 

England. Struggling with the 

plane, trying to manage the 

gyrocompass and stabilize the 

air speed, advised by pilot 

Starks, Lt. Ewart Sconiers fi-

nally managed to bring the 

plane safely back, landing at 

Horsham St. Faith. The story 

made the headlines all over the 

U.S., as well as in the United

Kingdom.

   Both Lt. Starks and Lt. 

Sconiers were awarded the 

DSC (Distinguished Service 

Cross) in a ceremony at Pole-

brook airfield on September 17, 

1942. A newsreel of the cere-

mony can be viewed at 

www.britishpathe.com/video/us

-air-heroes-decorated.

Lt. Sconiers flew some other

missions and was on the 97th

Bomb Group's last mission be-

fore being transferred to North

Africa, to raid the German sub-

marine pens at Lorient/

Kerovan, France. On October

21, 1942, Sconiers’ plane,

"Johnny Reb II" was one of

three B-17s shot down that day.

Sconiers bailed out over land

and the plane crashed in the

Bay of Biscay, with the rest of

the crew being saved by a

French fishing boat. All were

made prisoner. There was no

Missing Air Crew Report

(MACR) for the plane's loss

and Sconiers was listed as miss-

ing in action.

   Lt. Ewart Sconiers was held 

at Stalag Luft 3, later made 

famous by the movie The Great 

Escape. Sconiers died in a hos-

   Most of us are aware of the 

recent homecoming celebra-

tion for Lt. Ewart Sconiers of 

DeFuniak Springs, whose 

remains were finally discov-

ered and returned to Ameri-

can soil after 74 years. How-

ever, some of us may not be 

aware of the details of Lt. 

Sconiers’ heroic story. 

   Lt. Ewart Sconiers was 

Bombardier on B-17 41-9089 

'Johnny Reb', one of the 12 B-

17s participating in the first 

heavy bomber raid of the 8th 

Air Force on August 17, 

1942. The target was the ship-

yards of Rouen/Sotteville, 

France. 

   He also flew on 41-9103 

"Dixie Demo" on the August 

19 sortie, which planned to 

bomb the German airfield at 

Abbeville/Drucat, France. 

This mission was flown to 

occupy the Luftwaffe and to 

try to prevent them from op-

posing the invasion of 

Dieppe, France by over 5,000 

allied troops. 

   On the third mission staged 

by the 8th AF on August 21, 

1942 to shipyards in Rotter-

dam, The Netherlands, 41-

9089 "Johnny Reb" lagged in 

the back of the formation and 

became easy prey for German 

Fw190s. A shell went through 

the right windscreen and the 

co-pilot, 2nd Lt Donald A. 

Walter, was killed instantly. 

The cockpit was wrecked, the 

top turret was blown out and 

pilot 2nd Lt Richard S. Starks 

was severely wounded, in the 

chest, an arm and legs, his 

hands badly burned.  

   Starks’ mask had been 

knocked off and, lacking oxy-

gen, barely conscious, Starks 

managed to call Sconiers on 

the radio. Coming to the 

cabin, Sconiers quickly sized 

up the situation. He put 

Starks' mask back on, pulled 

the body of the dead co-pilot 

pital in Lubin, Poland on 

January 23, 1944, the cause 

of his death was officially 

declared by the Germans as 

schizophrenia. There is some 

reason to doubt this. Sconiers 

had a severe ear infection that 

had not been treated properly, 

which most probably led to 

meningitis and the associated 

bizarre behavior. 

   Lt. Sconiers was buried in 

the municipal cemetery of 

Lubin, but the remains were 

later removed. Efforts to lo-

cate and retrieve his remains 

after the war have long been 

in vain. Still listed as Missing 

In Action (MIA) and the last 

Stalag Luft 3 POW not to 

have been brought home, new 

hopes were raised in August 

2015, when a grave marked 

"Edouard Sconiers" was mi-

raculously located at the 

French Military cemetery in 

Gdansk, Poland.  

   On the premise that these 

could be the remains of Lt 

Ewart Sconiers, the Defense 

POW/MIA Accounting 

Agency took up the question. 

After meetings in Poland, and 

with the help of the Polish 

and French authorities, per-

mission was granted in 2016 

to have that grave opened and 

the remains there analyzed. A 

first examination made in a 

Polish laboratory proved 

positive enough to have a 

second test performed at the 

DPAA laboratory in Offutt 

Air Force Base, Nebraska. At 

long last, in the first days of 

April 2017, the DPAA offi-

cially announced to Lt. Ewart 

Sconiers' grateful family that 

his remains had been posi-

tively identified.  

   Lt. Sconiers was finally 

returned home and reburied 

next to his mother, Maude 

Sconiers at Southwide Baptist 

Church Cemetery in DeFu-

niak Springs on Jan. 28, 

F o r D i s t i n g u i s h e d S e r v i c e

P a g e 3V o l u m e 4 - I s s u e 2

2018, the anniversary of his 

death. 

   The Distinguished Service 

Cross is the second highest 

military award that can be 

given to a member of the 

United States Army (the for-

mer United States Army Air 

Forces and the United States 

Air Force), for extreme gal-

lantry and risk of life in actual 

combat with an armed enemy 

force. Actions that merit the 

Distinguished Service Cross 

must be of such a high degree 

that they are above all of those 

required for all other U.S. 

combat decorations except for 

the Medal of Honor. 

   By any measure, Lt. Ewart 

Sconiers is recognized as a 

genuine American Hero. His 

heroism and gallantry in com-

bat and the triumphant return 

of his remains accomplished 

by his niece, Pamela Sconiers 

Whitelock, and a host of 

Promise Keepers from around 

the world, has served to     

remind all of us, young and 

old, what real heroism looks 

like. That lesson must be cher-

ished and remembered. 

   For this reason, I have asked 

the Council to honor Lt. Ewart 

Sconiers of DeFuniak Springs 

from this day forward by re-

naming the DeFuniak Springs 

Municipal Airport in recogni-

tion of his courageous and 

distinguished service so that 

henceforth our airport may be 

known as Sconiers Field. 

   Please let all your Council 

members know how you feel 

about this issue by sending an 

email to City Clerk Loretta 

Laird at  

cityclerk@defuniaksprings.net 

or mailing a letter to her c/o 

DeFuniak Springs City Hall, 

71 U.S. Hwy. 90 West,  

DeFuniak Springs, Florida 

32435.  


